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CERTIFICATION FOR INCLUSION IN THE 
OZARKS TRANSPORTATION ORGANIZATION 

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

 

The Ozarks Transportation Organization, which is the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Springfield, Missouri Urbanized Area, hereby 
certifies that upon award of the Congressionally Directed Federal Highway Administration Funding, expanding I-44 to 6 lanes in the Springfield 
Area (US 65 to West Bypass and US 65 to Route 125) will be included in the Transportation Improvement Program.  The OTO recognizes the 
importance of this project and welcomes the federal investment in the region.  

 
 
 
 
 
__________ ____________________04-15-2021___       
Signature    Date       
 
Sara J. Fields       
Executive Director 
Ozarks Transportation Organization 
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MULTIPLE CRASHES, BACKUPS ON I-44 IN

SPRINGFIELD

UPDATE: The crash at the 75 mile marker has been cleared.

Previous Update:

Traffic is shut down on westbound I-44 in Springfield after a crash at the 78.6 mile marker.

Traffic is being diverted onto Glenstone.

The delays are reportedly around three miles.

Another crash is slowing eastbound I-44 at the 75 mile marker to one lane.

Original Story:

Several crashes on westbound I-44 in Springfield are causing some big backups.

A crash between two tractor-trailers on westbound I-44 near Kansas Expressway started the slowdowns.

One of the semis is on fire and at least one person is hurt.

There’s another crash on westbound I-44 at the 78.6 mile marker past Glenstone and I-44.

Both lanes are closed.

And there’s an injury crash westbound at the 88.6 mile marker past the Strafford exit.

Posted By: Jason Rima
August 31, 2020 @ 2:04 pm
Local News, News
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Category:

Home » Two accidents, one fatality on I-44 occur within about an hour of each other

Two accidents, one fatality on I-44
occur within about an hour of each
other

Published by notices on Mon, 01/14/2019 - 6:21am

Two accidents, one resulting in a fatality, took place on I-44, two miles west of
Springfield, on Thursday, Dec. 27 within about an hour of each other.
The first accident happened at about 4:30 p.m. According to a report by the
Missouri State Highway Patorl, a 2006 Kenworth tractor-trailer being driven east on
I-44 by Scott Hines, of Glendale, Ariz., struck a 2012 Chevrolet Silverado being
driven by Scott Rothrock, of Springfield. Rothrock’s vehicle in turn struck a 2015
Kenworth T680 that was being driven by Jose Roberto Aguilar Flores, of Mexico.
Hines’ vehicle went off the right side of the roadway and came to rest, as did
Flores’. Rothrock’s vehicle came to rest in the roadway.
Rothrock, 35, was airlifted by Cox Air to Mercy Hospital; he later died of his injuries
on Friday, Dec. 28. Hines, 51, and Flores, 34, were not injured. All drivers were
wearing safety devices.
Hines’ vehicle received extensive damage, Rothrock’s vehicle was totaled, and
Flores’ vehicle received moderate damages. All three vehicles were towed from the
scene.
The second accident occurred around 5:30 p.m. According to a report by the
Missouri State Highway Patrol, a 2008 Chevrolet Impala being driven west on I-44
by Asukulu Mbilizi, of Springfield, struck a 2007 Chevrolet Silverado being driven by
Torey Fugate, of Willard, in the rear.
Mbilizi, 30, received minor injuries and was transported by Cox EMS to Mercy
Hospital in Springfield. Fugate was not injured. Both drivers were wearing a safety
device at the time of the accident.
Both vehicles received moderate damage and were towed from the scene.
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